TEN YEARS LATER
all his resolution he was unable to make even a modi-
fied success of his relationship with her. For he was in a
false position. It was all very well to try and behave as
the guardian of a lunatic. But William had neither
the taste nor the talent for such a part. He had em-
barked on it mainly from weakness; because he could
not face the unpleasantness of breaking with her. In
consequence he was not supported in his ordeal by any
conviction that he was doing right. And he could not
stand the strain. As the years went by his patience pro-
gressively crumbled. He went away from Brocket as
often as he could. During the time he spent there, he
lived in a state of nervous tension, morbidly appre-
hensive of an outburst; when it came, he flew out into
a violent passion; and then in the end gave way to her
completely for the sake of peace. Such a situation
could not last. By 18 2 5 William at last admitted he had
made a mistake in trying to settle down with her again.
Once more he decided on a separation.
The process of its accomplishment was a caricature
of all the least admirable features in their relationship.
Never had he been weaker or she more intolerable.
He was still too frightened to face breaking the news
to her in person; so in March he went off to Brighton,
where he wrote to her saying he was never coming
back. This provoked the storm that might have been
expected. However, by May her letters had grown so
233